Beach wildrye is a perennial, sod-forming grass most often found on sandy beaches forming belts along the shore (2). While usually associated with coastal dunes, the species can be found along large inland lakes occupying the same relative shoreline areas as in marine coastal areas (3). Benson beach wildrye (L. mollis) is also referred to as American dunegrass (4)-in contrast to European dunegrass, which is also a beach wildrye, but in a different species: L. arenarius (L.) Hochst. Benson is a tall, strongly rhizomatous cultivar. This circumpolar species ranges from Siberia easterly through North America to Greenland.
Evaluation of AK PMC 80-7 was initiated in 1981 at the Plant Materials Center, Palmer, AK. This accession outperformed 17 other accessions for hardiness and 18 accessions for vegetative spread from 1981 to 1985. Off-station evaluations began in 1983 at seven locations in Alaska, with tests ranging in duration from 2 to 8 yr.
All evaluations were based on performance under reclamation and severe erosion control treatments. This cultivar was not evaluated for forage production. Benson was tested and released to meet a critical need for a native cultivar that would rapidly stabilize coastal areas where natural erosion would prevent satisfactory results by traditional seeding methods (1).
Benson beach wildrye seed will not be released for commercial production, but will be maintained at the Alaska Plant Materials Center as an alternative genetic source of the cultivar. Vegetative reproduction of the cultivar is the only authorized means of increase.
Vegetative production of Benson will be recognized as parent, generation I, generation II, and certified. Parent stands will be grown and maintained at the Alaska Plant Materials Center. Generation I and II class sprigs will be available to growers through Alaska Seed Growers, Inc., P.O. Box 895, Palmer, AK 99645. Off-station evaluations began in 1983 at 22 loc with tests ranging in duration from 1 to 6 yr. were based on performance under reclamatio and erosion control treatments. Reeve was not e age production.
Registration of 'Reeve
The most outstanding attribute of Reeve bea ability to produce seed in commercially accep Beach wildrye is typically a poor seed producer ica. Yields of clean seed may exceed 112 to 22 vest generally occurs during the second week of A Lodging has not been noted as being a problem shattering can result in total loss of seed in mo winds. Walking through a production field wi care can cause moderate shatter.
Reeve beach wildrye seed is very large, averag kg"
1 . Seed production does not occur in prod til the third growing season after planting.
Reeve beach wildrye will be recognized in tion, registered, and certified seed classes. Br dation seed will be maintained by the Alaska
